SHAVINGS AND CHIPS

1.  SAFETY

Knives are tools, but can be used as weapons.  Therefore, even though they can be fun, you should never take them to school, and you know what happens if you have one at the airport.  Keep your knife at home unless you are told otherwise.

Knives are tools, not toys.

Never carry an open pocketknife.  Always close it and put it away.  


Keep the knife blade clean and dry.

Safety circle.  Sometimes called a blood circle.  Before you pick up your knife to use it, put it in your hand and stretch your arm out from side to side in a circle.  Should knife be open or closed?  You should not be able to touch anyone else.  This prevents anyone from getting hurt.

On any scouting activity, no boy may use a pocketknife unless he has earned his “whittling chip” and has it with him.  Even if he has earned the “whittling chip”, if he exhibits any unsafe behavior, it will be taken away.  Then he cannot use the knife.  Sometimes leaders may be nicer and only tear off a corner of the “whittling chip”.  But if all 4 corners are gone it is destroyed, and the scout must earn it again.

2.  HOW TO USE A POCKETKNIFE

Sharpening – use a sharpening stone and cut back and forth like you are making very thin strips.  Why is it good to have a sharp knife?  A dull knife requires more effort, and this can lead to problems.  A sharp knife cuts, a dull one slips.  

Close the blade with the palm of your hand with fingers of the other hand on the sides.  This helps keep fingers out of the way.

How to cut – make small cuts instead of big ones.  Again, it is easier and leads to fewer problems.  You can also make a “stop cut” to help you with control.

Do NOT carve your initials into anything that does not belong to you.

3.  CARVE SOMETHING WITH YOUR KNIFE.

Try to make it the same on both sides.  


4.  EARN THE “WHITTLING CHIP”



Rules – read and understand

Close the blade with the palm of your hand

Never use the knife on something that will break it

Be careful not to cut yourself or anyone nearby

Never use the knife to strip the bark from a live tree

Do not carve your initials into anything that does not belong to you

Pledge – must learn and agree

I will treat my pocketknife with the respect due a useful tool

I will always close my pocketknife and put it away when I’m not using it

I will not use my pocketknife when it might injure someone near me

I promise never to throw my pocketknife for any reason

I will use my pocket knife in a safe manner at all times





